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The District 279 Foundation Grant Application packet includes the following:

· Grant Guidelines
· Equipment List

· Judging Criteria 

· Grant Categories

· Grant Application
· Report of Expenditures
District 279 Foundation Mission Statement

We are citizens in partnership with Independent School District 279 to support and enhance the District’s dedication to learning for all.
2011 – 2012 District 279 Foundation Grant Guidelines
The purpose of the District 279 Foundation Grants Program is to make funds available to all schools in the Independent School District 279 for innovative and creative projects which enhance the curriculum or provide performance or social development opportunities.  Any district employee, school organization or school volunteer may submit a grant proposal.
1.
Grants are judged by multiple criteria as noted on the grant Judging Criteria sheet, see page 3.


Things that will help your grant get funded:

· Innovative and creative ideas

· The inclusion of active student involvement

· A clearly written and mathematically accurate budget.  
· Accurate completion of the grant application, including all supporting documents.
· Equipment requests must be integral to the creative and innovative aspects of the grant.

Things to remember:

· It is acceptable to base your application on a previously funded grant however, submittal of replication grants from the same building are less likely to be approved or be approved for a lower amount.
· Generally, the maximum amount funded per grant application is $2,500.

· Grants may receive partial funding of the requested amount.

· Grant applications are read by non-educators, so be clear and concise (e.g. avoid acronyms) to help the Committee understand the value of your project.  The length and bulk of a grant application does not increase the chance of funding.

2.
The Foundation does not fund: 

a.
Compensation for staff or substitutes.

b.
Proposals for regular curriculum.  

c.
Technology, i.e. hardware or software, unless the District Technology Curriculum Specialist signs off on the idea to ensure that it is consistent with district technology guidelines.

d.
Consultants that are very high cost when compared to the number of students served.

e.
Staff participation in seminars, workshops, college courses and staff development.

3.
Generally, the Foundation does not fund:

a.
Equipment that is normally purchased by the district, see page 2.

b.
The purchase of food, unless it is integral to the completion of the proposal.

4.
Awarded Grants will be announced four weeks from the application deadline.

The goal of the grant program is to fund as many grant requests as possible, given budget constraints.  Help us fund yours.  
If you have any questions regarding the grant application process, please contact your District 279 Foundation Building Representative.

Equipment List
2-Way Radios
Boom Box

Classroom Amplification

Computer Work Station

Digital Camcorder

Digital Camera

Digital Projector

Document Camera

DVD Burner

Emergency Cell Phone

Fax Machine

High Volume Copier
I-Pad

I-Pod
Kiln (Art)

Kindergarten Play Furniture

Modular Desks

PA System

Piano (Music)

Portable PA

Reception Area Furniture

Rhythm Instruments (Music)

Security Monitors

Shared Copier Access

Shared Network Printer

Slide Projector

Smart Board

Stereo System (Music)

Student Computers (4:1)
Student Response System, including but not limited to Turning Point, Qwisdom and Senteco

Student Seating

Teacher Desk & Chair

Teacher Four Drawer File

TV Studio (Secondary)

VDR/DVD Player

Video Editing Computer

Wireless Mic System

	Judging Criteria



	
	
	Possible points given by the grant committee

	1.
	The need for the project is clearly articulated.
	0-5

	2.
	Activities are well planned and described in adequate detail.
	0-5

	3.
	The project shows innovation and creativity.
	0-5

	4.


	The project has obtained significant in-kind, outside funding or volunteer support
	0-5

	5.


	The budget breakdown is detailed, reasonable and mathematically accurate.
	0-5

	6.
	The number of students served is cost effective.
	0-5

	7.
	The project has appropriate and measurable evaluation methods.
	0-5

	8.
	The project’s impact is likely to extend beyond the period of the grant.
	0-5

	9.
	The project is clearly described and professionally presented.
	0-5

	10.
	The school has 10% or more students on free or reduced lunch.
	0-10


District 279 Foundation Grant Categories
Grants must be submitted in one of three categories:  Curriculum Enhancement, Performance, or Social Development.  A District 279 Foundation Grant Application Form must be filled out completely in all grant categories (see Pages 5-9).

· Curriculum Enhancement

Enhancements to the regular curriculum can be submitted for consideration to the grant judging committee after the District Curriculum Specialist signs off on the idea.  We require that you check with the appropriate District Curriculum Specialist before writing your proposal to make certain the concept is acceptable.  (This requirement is for all curricular enhancement grant requests including art, music and physical education.)

· Performance

A grant request that will allow your school or group to take “its show on the road” and share its performance with others.  This grant request would allow for payment of transportation costs and other possible costs incurred as part of the performance.

· Social Development 

A grant request that will allow your school or group to provide opportunities for students to increase social competence by participating in activities in areas such as community service, leadership development, mentorship, intergenerational learning, diversity awareness, or character education.

District 279 Foundation

Grant Application

Project Name 


Grant Request Category 
__
Curriculum Enhancement requires submission to the appropriate specialist on the following dates October 3, December 19, April 2.
__
Performance

__
Social Development
Amount requested

School 



Contact Person

Title 

e-mail address 


Phone (W)

(H) 

Application submitted for consideration at:

__
Monday, October 17, 2011
__
Monday, January 9, 2012
__
Monday, April 16, 2012
Awarded Grants will be announced four weeks from the application deadline.
Return to Penny Laing, District 279 Foundation via e-mail laingpenny@district279.org, 

Required:
The principal or site supervisor for each building affected by the grant must approve the grant application.  If the grant application is submitted by e-mail a brief e-mail in support of your grant sent by the principal or site supervisor is acceptable.  If the application is sent through inter-school mail, please have your principal or site supervisor sign the application.

Agreement:
I understand that all information must be filled out completely or the grant application will not be accepted.  If the project is funded, the monies must be used exclusively for the project described on the grant application.  Invoices, receipts, etc. will be needed to access funds and copies of these will need to be sent to the Foundation office.  Our auditors require us to obtain copies of expenditures for your grant.  If you do not provide the Foundation expenditure and evaluation forms, the grant committee can no longer consider any further submissions from your site.  Unused funds will be returned to the District 279 Foundation.

Signature  
Date 

Signature of person submitting grant application
Signature approval must be received prior to submission. 

Signature
Date 

Principal(s) or Site Supervisor(s) signature(s) is required (My signature or e-mail signifies my support of this grant proposal.)

Signature
Date 

District Curriculum Specialist (If project is a curriculum enhancement, submit application to specialist on the following dates – 10/3, 12/19 and 4/2.)

SECTION ONE

Project Description

1. Briefly provide a summary of your project.
2. Explain why it is needed.

3. Describe the activities that will take place.     

4. What are the innovative or creative components of the project?    
5. How many students will be served by this project? 


Number of Students
Student contact time




6. The District 279 Foundation is a volunteer organization and we place a high value on the number of volunteers and their time commitment to this project.  Please describe the number of volunteers and their time commitment to this project.


# involved
Hours per person
  Total Hours

Staff (outside the school day)
Parents

Community

SECTION TWO

Financial Information

1. List and describe any funding sources that you have applied for and the current status of the requests.  (Include source and amount).
2.
Provide a detailed description of each item to be purchased and a mathematically accurate budget.
3.
Provide an estimated cost per student.  (i.e. grant request dollars divided by the number of students served.)

Grant request dollars   ÷   Number of students served   =   cost per student
4.
Indicate if students will be charged any fees for participation in the project.  If so, how will your project provide for students with “financial needs”?
5. We are continually seeking to expand public awareness of the work of the District 279 Foundation.  If you are awarded funding for your grant, how will you publically acknowledge the financial support provided by the District 279 Foundation?

SECTION THREE

Evaluation Information

1. How will you know if you achieve each one of your expected outcomes?  Include what type of data you will be collecting.  Please make evaluation criteria objective and measurable.  Significant points are awarded by the judges for appropriate and well-written outcome statements. 
	Outcome
	Data Sources
	Indicator of Success
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